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].—Forrren Porrrics. 


Tae Sahachar, of the 1st September, says that England is beset with 
ik eiatiad difficulties. Ireland is in a disturbed condition. 

rself from her diffcule Prince Bismarck can easily place England in 
difficulties in connection with Bulgarian 

,ffairs. No one can also be sure that he will not do so. Russia has put 
, stop to free trade in the port of Batoum. England is still floundering 
in Egypt. All tbe arts employed by her to bring the Sultan under her 
‘afluence have proved vain. There is now a probability of a quarrel with 
Russia in connection with the question of the possession of Wakhan, 
Badakshan, and Khoja Saleh. If there be the slightest error in the foreign 
policy of the British Government at this time, great difficulties will arise. 
England would never regard Russia as her friend. It has become a habit 
with her to see evil motive in every act done by Russia. Vast sums are 
being spent to prevent a Russian invasion of India. The Viceroy is 
consulting at Simla day and night with his Councillors about the 
apprehended Russian invasion. He desires to waste more money for 
the strengthening of the North-Western Frontier. The disturbances 
in Burmah are assuming a more and more dreadful form. The writer places 
no reliance on the expected alliance of England with China. England 
thinks that China approves of her occupation of Burmah. But there can- 
not be a greater mistake than to suppose so. The knowledge of the 
English character which China acquired in 1839 she will never forget. 
China is also well versed in diplomacy. Deceived by the artfulness of 
China, the English Government fitted out the Thibet Mission. But it 
has recalled the Mission on the strength of the assurance of China that 
she will herself open Thibet to English merchants. The writer cannot under- 
stand how the English Government could have believed that assurance of China. 
Eogland can easily remove her difficulties by ceasing to interfere in European 
politics. But Russophobia will not permit England to doso. England 
does not now interfere in European politics for the sake of prestige. She 
now interferes in European politics only when it is needful to do so for 
the protection of her interests. England has been obliged to entangle herself 
in Egyptian affairs for protecting the interests of the English bondholders 
and for keeping the Suez Canal in her own hands. Almost every Mussul- 
man country in Central Asia has now acknowledged the supremacy of 
Russia. The only Mussulman country over which now England exercises 
her influence is Afghanistan. Tne Unglish Government is greatly afraid 
lest Afghanistan too should acknowledge the supremacy of Russia. 
The influence of England over Afghanistan will vanish if her 
prestige is destroyed in Egypt. Persia also will cease to respect her in 
that case. For these reasons England is obliged to maintain her prestige 
in Egypt. England’s difficulty in Western Europe is in connection 
with Turkey. Some day she will probably have to engage in a 
European war for the sake of Turkey. England knows that no European 
country is her friend. Butshe will have to interfere in European politics 
for the protection of her interests. What is the means of England’s safety 
in the case of her engaging in such a European war? There is no 
hope that she will be able to fight singlehanded against all the European 
countries united together. Many eminent English statesmen now seek 
to strengthen England by the federation of the British Empire. But the 
federation scheme does not seem practicable when it is remembered that 
England has not been able during this long time to conciliate Ireland 
which is 80 near to her. It is contemplated to exclude India from the 
federation on the ground that Indians are aliens in blood and religion. 


SaHacHaR, 
Sept. Ist, 1886, 
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The writer ventures to say that England will be able to ra; 
troops in India than in all her other possessions taken together. 

ship does not depend upon the sameness of blood and religion, 
been so, there would have been no hostility between England and G 


se more 
Friend. 
Had it 


! po CrMany 
and America. Let England trust and conciliate Indians. 

er? 2. The same paper, referring to the rumour that Lord Dofferin wij] 

Sept. Ist, 1886. seit ei ait extend the term of service of Sir Alfrea 


Lyall on account of his experience about 
Russian policy, asks, will then preparations be made for hostility with 


Russia ? : 
Anya Dagran, 8. The Arya Darpan, of the 3rd September, says that Prince 
ee ae Alexander has been obliged to abdicate simp! 


because he wasafriend of England. The 
writer is not aware what the English will do for him. The Foreign 
Secretary of England is anxious to know the whereabouts of the Prince, 
The writer thinks that the peace of Cabul is likely to be at an end. 
Clouds have made their appearance at Badakshan. They are likely to 
extend down to Cabul. 
Seca 4. The Bangabdsi, of the 4th September, says that it has said before 
Bept. 4th, 1886. that the Amir of Bokhara is a mere puppet 
5" ool mga and the distur- in the hands of Russia. Russia has a secret 
object in making the Amir of Bokhara prefer 
a claim to Khoja Saleh. Even if the Amir of Afghanistan is victorions | 
in a war with the Amir of Bokhara, he will not be safe. Russia has appeared — 
in Central Asia in the character of peacemaker. She will pretend that 
the people of Khoja Saleh are inviting her to establish peace, and will 
upon that pretext occupy Khoja Saleh. When Bussia has occupied 
Khoja Saleh, she will not abandon it. This is proved by her action 
with regard to Sarrakhs, Puli Khatun, and Panjdeh. The Proneer says 
that if the English Government accedes to the demand of Russia | 
this time also, the Amir will understand thatit has no power of | 
protecting him. This impression in the Amir’s mind will not be favourable 
to the English. Consequently a war between England and Russia is inevit- 
able. The Amiris making preparations for the invasion of Kaffirstan. 
He is increasing the strength of his army. The Viceroy also is incessantly 
consulting with the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces 
about the strengthening of the frontier. Proposals are being also made 
to put down the Bonerwals. Thirty thousand soldiers are necessary 
for the establishment of order in Barmah. The writer approves of the 
proposal made by Mr. Samuel Smith that the English should now 
withdraw from Burmah, and that it is not just to saddle India with the 
whole of the expenses of the Burmese war. 
Sawava, 5. The Samaya of the 4th September, says that the Boundary 
We Commission has not succeeded in three years 
in delimiting the frontier of the Afghan 
kingdom. Rumour has it that the Commission will return in a short time. 
A difficulty has risen with Russia about the possession of the banks of the 
Oxus. The cost of the Commission has been immense. There was no necessity 
for this waste of money. But without a Commission the Amir would have 
felt himself humiliated. In the matter of Wakhan the Amir has 
asked the Knglish to advance, while he will himself follow them as a good 
friend. The year commenced very inauspiciously. The conflagration 10 
Burmah has not yet been extinguished. There are 20,000 Englieh troops 
in Burmah, and yet the dacoits seem to remain master of the situation. The 
English have failed to suppress the dacoits with 20,000 troops. Dr. Hanter 
has proposed in Parliament to set up a Burmese prince on the throne of 


ey 
Sg 
* pie 
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Burmah. The writer approves of this proposal. It would be well for the 
Boglish if they could retire from Burmah with honour instead of being 
jriven out of the country as they were from the Soudan. The political 
horizon in Hurope seems to be clouded. The English have vast wealth. In 
their Empire the sun never sets. ‘They should now think of consolidating 
and establishing good government in their vast Empire. The English do 
jot take into their consideration the condition of Ireland. They should 
try to pacify that country, but instead of doing that they are courting 
hostility in every direction. The writer advises them to hold no more 
territory than they can properly manage. 


6. The same paper says that the friendly attitude of the Khan of 
Badakshan towards Russia is likely to induce 
the English to take up arms against him in 
alliance with the Amir. The English are so much afraid of Russia that ifa 
Russian Whispers to anybody, they think that he is conspiring for the 
‘avasion of India. The English are ruining the natives by engaging in 
various wars and imposing taxes upon taxes on them to no purpose. The 
English are becoming more and more afraid of Russia and widening the 
way for the ruin of India. The fortune of the English people seems to 
heon the decline. They distrust their friends and yet try to keep down 
foreign enemise. If the English advance against the Amir of Badakshan, 
Russia is likely to help him secretly. 


7. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 4th September, says that Prince Alex- 
ander of Bulgaria has very little to hope 
from his troops whocan be easily defeated 
by the Russians. The Prince has reduced himself to this position by 
placing his reliance on England. Russia has practically told England 
not to enter the field of European politics in reference to any ques- 
tion relating to the frontiers of Russia. Russia seems to have secured the 
Sultan. Rumour has it that she demanded the cession of Erzeroum in 
lieu of the indemnity of 50 crores of rupees from Turkey. Itis a well- 
known fact that Russia is massing troops on the southern shores of the 
Black Sea. She intends to clear her way to the Dardanelles through 
Asiatic Turkey with a view to establish her influence over the Mediterranean 
and the Black Sea. Turkey has up to this time been guided by the advice 
of England, but England seems now to have lost her influence over Turkey. 
If Turkey leans upon Russia, difficulties are likely to arise in Egypt too. 
A rumour was afloat some time ago tliat a treaty had been concluded 
between Russia, Turkey, and Persia. The S¢. Petersburgh Gazette declared 
the rumour to be unfounded. But from the recent movements of Russia 
she appears to be anxious to extend her influence in the Hast by first 
securing the friendship of the Mahomedan potentates. 


8. The same paper says that the question of the annexation of 
Burmah has been discussed in Parliament. 
Some bave condemned it; others again think 
that India alone should not be made responsible for the cost of the war. 
These have been out-voted. The English are a nation of merchants. 
They will be only too glad if they can get possession of a new kingdom 
without having anything to pay for it. 

9. The Chéru Vartd, of the 6th September, says that recent events 
in Bulgaria have changed the course of policy 
both of England and of Russia. The ‘pros- 
pects of England seem to be gloomy, while Russia is advancing over- 
Coming all obstacles. As she advances she puts forward claims to new 
lerritories, The Amir of Bokhara has written to the Amir of Oabul 


The Khan of Badakshan. 


Prince Alexander. 


Burmah, 


Russia and England. 


SAMAYA, 
Sept. 4th, 1886. 


BHARAT Bast, 
Sept. 4th» 1886. 


BuaraT Bast. 


Cuarvu Varta, 
Sept. 6th, 1886. 


Som PRaKASsH, 
Sept, 6th, 1886. 


DaINIK, 
Sept. 6th, 1886. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SADHARANI, 


Sept. 6th, 1886. 
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demanding Khojah Saleh as his own, The Amir of Bokhara ig a ¢,: 
of Russia, who must be considered to be at the. root of this. a friend 


Rossia has marched up to Merv, and is trying .to get Y Pager 
Wakhan. Russia never gives up any point.on which she sets her heart 
The Boundary Commission has done only mischief. Bussia is still at 
distance. If England still courts the favour of .Rassia she will be at the 
gates of India. Government has done well in withdrawing the Thibet 
Mission. But its hands are full with the affairs of Burmab. It will do well 
to take the advice of Dr. Hunter and to set up a Burmese prince on the 
throne of that country. The writer asks Government to trust the natives of 
India. Its best fortress would be the affection of the peopie. Artificial | 
fortresses will be of no avail. If the English trust the natives they will have | 
little to fear from the large hordes of Russia. The past history of India | 
bears evidence to the loyalty and gratitude of the people of India, It j; 
more the duty of the natives to defend their country than of the English 
to defend their Empire. Government should trust the natives, and “this 
difficulc question would be easily solved. 


10. The Som Prakash, of. the 6th September, says that Russia in 


| violation of treaty has closed Batoum to the 
Russia and Kogiand. English and pr nations on the pretext cha 
her interests are being injured by the coming of other nations to it, 
Russia is paying no heed to the protest of the English Government 
against this violation of the treaty. England has been deeply insulted © 


‘by this action of Russia. It does not seem probable that the Ministry, — 


with the boy Lord Randolph Churchill at its head, will pat up with 
this insult. Russia is also slowly making her way into Afghanistan. 
England is frowning at this. Russia is claiming Wakhan. England 
has said that she will assist the Amir in forcibly occupying that place 
if Russia attempts to occupy it. There is also a dispute between — 
England and Russia in regard to the question of the possession of Badak- 
shan. - England says that that place belongs to the Amir. In reply to the | 


reference by ‘the English Government to the treaty-entered into by 


Russia, she has said that England herself broke the treaty by making & 
a war upon Afghanistan at the time of Lord Lytton. Large preparations 


for war are being made on both sides. There is no knowing what is in 
store for India. , 


11. The Dainik, of the 6th September, says that the English with & 

The Thibet Mission great exultation fitted out a Mission to 
' Thibet, but the Mission, for fear of the 
Thibetans, could not advance beyond the frontier of Sikhim. Under these 
circamstances and at the advice of China the Mission was countermanded. 
The anger of the English is now directed against the Chief of Sikhia, 


who is being taken to task for having allowed Tnibetan troops to march 
through his State. But what was he to do? 


12. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 6th September, says that 


England and Russia. danger may happen on the North-Western 


frontier. Jt is said that a quarrel is goidg 
on between the Amir and Russia. Fear of Russia will compel the 
English Government to interfere in this quarrel. Government's Russo 
phobia has increased. There are frequent sittings of the Viceregal 
Council. Frequent consultations are being held in sittings of that Council 


.as to the best means of strengthening the North-Western frontier. A 


larger sum of money than what has been sanctioned will be necessary 
for thot purpose. Tne loan of one crore and twenty lakhs of 
rupees raised the other day will be spent upon the Kidderpore docks. 
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Consequently a new loan will have to be made. It is also rumoured that 
the rate-of the income-tax will be raised: Lord Dufferin set his foot in 
Jndia in an unlucky moment. He has increased the difficulties of the 
English Government by occupying Burmah, It is a fortunate circumstance 
that the quarrel with Thibet has been easily settled. Had not that quarrel 
heen settled, danger would have occurred at the’ same time both on the 
Rast, the West and the North of India. 


18. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th September, says that 
nbe British Government and the 1 appears from a telegram published in the 
Amir of Cabul. Englishman newspaper that of the nine 
thousand square miles of territory, as to the possession of which there was 
a dispute between Russia and the Amir of Cabul, the Boundary Com- 
mission has given seven thousand square miles to Russia and the remaining 
two thousand to the Amir. It is hard to say whether this arrangement 
has or has not been just to the Amir, because it is not known whether 
or not the disputed territory ever formed a portion of the Awir’s king- 
dom. But no matter whether the Amir has been a gainer or a loser, 
he will probably come to believe that owing to their weakness the English 
have given the larger portion of the disputed territory to the Russians. 
And if he should really come to believe this, his confidence in the British 
Government would be completely shaken. If that result really follows, 
the British Government will not be justified in blaming the Amir. 
Russia has been gradually advancing in the direction of Afghanistan. 
Under these circumstances, the Amir would have been compelled through 
fear sooner or later to crave the prctection of the English. If he had thus 
in the hour of his distress sought the protection of the English, he would 
have had no right to pose himself as a judge of the power or justice of the 
British Government, but would have accepted as a favour whatever service 
that Government might have thought fit to render him. But as the British 
Government could not patiently wait, it hit upon the policy of conci- 
liating him by paying him a money subsidy and presenting him with 
arms and ammunition. It has now come to this that while the English 
think that they are placing the Amir under obligations by means of 
these presents, the Amir seems to believe that he is placing the British 
Government under obligation by accepting these presents. The case 
will be the same with this costly Boundary Commission. The Amir 
will probably think that he has placed. the Hngliso under an obligation 
by agreeing to have the boundary of his kingdom fixed by this Commission, 
and will probably become angry at hearing that the larger portion of the 
disputed territory has been given to Russia. For this state of things 
English diplomacy which came forward to assist him unasked, and has 
produced in his mind an undue notion of his power and importance, is 
wholly responsible. If the English had done justice to Indians, the British 
Government would have been spared the unnatural relations which have 
sprung up between it and the Ameer. In that case, the Ameer would have 
been led by considerations of self-interest to seek the favour of tne British 
Government; Russia would not have put forth the claims which she is now 
advancing ; and the English would have been spared the alarm which seizes 
them at every breath of political trouble in Europe. But the English perhaps 
do not do justice to Indians for fear that justice to them at this late hour 
will not make them forget the injustice which they have suffered so long at 
the hands of England, and also because if justice were to be done to 
Indians, India would not be worth holding. If, however, the English had 
carefully studied the character of Indians, they would have seen that if they 


Anatpa Basar 
PaTRika, 


Sept. 6th, 1886. 


ad done justice to the people of India, instead of being losers, they - 


would have been immensely strengthened. | 


Ananpa BasaR 
PaTRIKA, 


Bept. 6th, 1886, 


AgaXDA BazaR 
PATRIA. 


ANANDA BaZaR 
PaTRIKA. 


BURDWAWN SANJIVANYI, 
Sept. 7th, 1886. 


SANSODBINI, 
Aug. 27th, 1886. 
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14, The same paper says that it was to be expected that Mr. Hunter’, 
proposal in Parliament relating to Burmah 

eT would be rejected, for Englishmen, however 
they may differ amongst themselves in other points, generally agree when 
the question is one of taking other States or other 


r people’s property } 
force. It was also stated in Parliament that larger military measures | 


be adopted for the pacification of Burmah in the next winter. This Means 


that Burmah will on no account be given up, and that peace will be establish. 
edin that country by force of arms and not by moral force. Anglo-Indiang 
will probably laud this determination to the skies, but thcse who live in 
subjection to the British will shudder to hear of it. Considering, however, 
the fearful turn which events are taking in Hurope, and the resolute atti. 
tude which Russia is daily taking up, it is difficult to say whether in the 
ensuing winter the authorities will be required to send troops to Burmah or | 
to the North-Western Frontier of India, to arrest Russian advance. Like 
the question of taking Burmah by force the question of making India 
pay the whole cost of taking it, which was raised in Parliament by 
Mr. Smith, has been also decided against India. There is nothing to wonder 
at in this. The only wonder is that there were some members who did sup- 
port Mr. Smith’s proposal. The decision has been quite in keeping withall 
decisions relating to Indian money. It is the writer's belief that English- 


men will never deal fairly by India in the matter of income and expenditure, 
unless forced by peril to do so. 


15. The same paper says that the intelligence that the English mem- 


g he Boundary Commission wi 
The Boundary Commission. bers of y ill not 


return to India by way of Cabul may give rise 
to the belief that there has been a weakening of the feeling of friendship — 


which existed between the British Government and the Ameer of Cabul. 
Considering the manner in which the British Government has settled 
the boundaries with Russia, it is probable that the Ameer thinks 
that he has suffered much loss. If the Ameer really thinks — 


so, it would not be well for the English members of the Commission to 
return by way of Cabul. 


16. The same paper says that the Punjabees have heard that Govern- 


ment has dealt unfairly by Dhuleep Singh, 
— and it is likely that * Si are diseatisfied with | 
the Government on this account. If at such a time any designing man © 
counsels the Sikhs to rise in arms against the British Government, much 
mischief is likely to be done. Considering the attitude and move- 
ments of Russia, a war on the Afghan frontier seems probable, 
and if Sikh loyalty to the British Government suffers diminution at this 
time, injury may be done to the Empire. But the English rulers of this 


country do not rely upon native loyalty. They rely upon the strength of 
their arms. 


17. The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 7th September, says that the 
a natives would have no occasion to complain 
of the misdeeds of their rulers if they had 

nothing to suffer in consequence. Had they not been obliged to pay the 


cost of the Burmese war they would never have complained of it. They 
complain because they have to pay. 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(6)— Working of the Courts. 
18. The Sansodhint, of the 27th August, hears much against Baboo 


» anit ss  Ramlal, the Munsif of Kaukhali. The writer 
ce eee eee requests the District Judge to enquire into 
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what passed between the Munsif and Baboo Satkari Haldar, pleader, who 
was at first not permitted to have a look into the records of a case. 
19. The Nava Medini, of the 28th August, says that Government, 
at the recommendation of Mr. Cornish, the late 
The independent Bench at Mid- Magistrate of Midnapore, has established an 
note independent Bench at Midnapore, and that the 
Bench is now sitting at the office of the Sub-Registrar. Mr. Cornish was 
, friend of the Bench system. The people like the work of the Bench, 


Nava MEDIN1, 
Aug. 28th, 1886, 


and wish it well. But there is no good house accommodation for the Bench . 


It is not proper to ‘make two courts sit in the same room. The Sub- 
Registrar has to suffer great inconvenience. The Bench should sit thrice 
instead of twice aweek. For want of accommodation the mukhtears get 
no seats. The writer hopes that the Magistrate will do something to 
remove these inconveniences, 

90. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 1st September, says that Mr. Marriott, 

the local Joint-Magistrate, is often very hard 
Ms, Mazriott and the tenants of on the tenants of Marichar deara. Some 
eo time before this, Watson and Company des- 
troyed, acting under orders from him, the standing crops, of the tenants. 
These appealed to the High Court, which cancelled his orders. But they 
got no compensation for their loss. The tenants were thinking of getting 
notices issued against him when the Company sued them for trespass, 
an¢ Mr. Marriott punished seven men with imprisonment and fine. The 
case was decided in a great hurry. Tne public are dissatisfied with the 
decision of the case. This is not at all strange for Mr. Marriott after 
what he did at Dacca. 

21, The Sahachar, of the 1st September, is astonished at the conduct 
of the Anglo-Indian papers in connection 
with the Gibbons case. The majority of 
people believe that the punishment inflicted upon Gibbons is just. There 
are frequent miscarriages of justice in Assam. Many respectable men 
are praising Mr. Luttman-Johnson, the Judge, whe referred the Gibbons 
case to the High Court, for the respect he has shown for justice. 

22. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 7th September, is surprised to 
notice that the sentence passed on Mr, Gibbons, 
that is, of one year’s imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs. 1,000, is considered in some quarters to be very hard. The 
writer thinks that the sentence is rather lenient, and it has been lenient 
because the offender is an Englishman. Forgery is a serious offence, and 
the Penal Code is very hard upon the forgerer. | 

23. The Urdu Guide, of the 8th Geptember, coeammenee as a 

wet native of the Punjab should be appointed to 
Path tothe Additional Tudgeship in the Additional J ‘oes that is going to be 
e Punjab Chief Court. created in the Chief Court of the Punjab. 


(c.) — J, ails, 


24, The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 2nd September, thanks the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for making 
special arrangements for the convenience of 


The Gibbons case. 


The Gibbons case. 


Female prisoners in jails, 


female prisoners in jails. Females may be convicted in couris, but the 
rulers should see that their natural bashfulness and other feminine qualities 
may not suffer in jails. 
25. In noticing the Government resolution on the last jail report, 
Government resolution on the jail the Bharat Mihir, of the 2nd. September, 


report says that the increase in the number of 


criminals last year is attributed by the authorities to the occurrence of 
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famine during that period in certain districts of Bengal. But on a com- 
parison of statistics for the last few years it will be found that the number 
of crimes in Bengal has been steadily diminishing. The chief cause of thi. 
decrease is the improvement that has taken place in the moral character of 
the people. Another fact to which this result may also be attributed is the 
growing inefficiency of the police, and their inability to trace the perpe- 
trators of crimes. Owing to this latter fact it is difficult to say whether 
the number of crimes has really decreased. Referring to the fact that 


. 87 per cent. of the convicts cannot read and write, the writer observes that 


with the spread of education among the people, the number of crimes may 
be expected to decrease. | 

96. The Charu Varia, of the 6th September, says that the Lieute- 
nant-Governor attributes the mortality in the 
Mymensingh and Chumparun Jails to the 
insanitary condition of those districts. But the writer is sure that the 
Sudder station of Mymensingh is healthier than many of the other stations 
in the country and the jail is situated at the Sudder station. The writer 
thinks that the large mortality is to be attributed to insufficient food 
coupled with hard work. It appears from the resolution of the Lieutenant- 
Governor that the mortality among the new prisoners is the greatest. The 
writer thinks that thisshow; his contention to be correct. 

97. The Dacca Gazette, of the 6th September, hears that Dr. Leth. 
Prisoners to be taught the work of bridge, the Inspector-General of Jails, has 
sailors proposed to Government to keep a ship on the 
Ganges, on board which the prisoners can learn the work of sailors. The 
number of sailors is decreasing daily, though their work is a lucrative 


one. The writer hopes that Sir Rivers Thompson will accept the 
proposal. 


Mortality in jails. 


(d)—Education. 


28. The Sausodhins, of the 27th August, does not understand why 
The Municipal School at Chitta- the teachers of the local Municipal School are 


gong. not punctually paid.’ The schooling fees, 
together with the Government aid, are sufficient to meet the expenses of the 


school. The Municipality has not to pay anything, and yet the teachers 
do not get their pay in time. 


29. The same paper is glad to notice that for the encouragement of 


sas ian choles high education among Mahomedans, Govern- 

ment has sanctioned certain scholarships 

for those Mahomedan boys who may pass the Entrance ard the First Arts 
examination. The writer thanks Government for this good work. 


30. The Nava Medini, of the 25th August, regrets that English 
iiiatiiailaiaaiel education has made so little progress among 


the Mahomedans, and is glad to notice that 
Government is anxious to encourage Mahomedans to study English more 
thoroughly by giving them special scholarships. The people of Bengal are 
thankful to Sir Rivers Thompson for this act of favour to the Mahomedans. 
31. The Sahachar, of the 1st September, says that the Madras Govern- 
wii cist cs ment wants to introduce technical education 
into middle class schools. This proposed 
technical education consists of instruction almost in every subject. It 
consists of instruction in English and vernacular languages, geogra- 
pcy, mathematics, history, physical geography, geology, astronomy, 
biology, botany, agriculture, electricity, and magnetism. The writer cannot 
say how many of these things can be taught in middle class schools. If 


— that sort of technical education be introduced into the middle class schools 
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gho is an experienced man, will approve of this arrangement. The writer 
ays that the result of the expenditure of the money now spent upon high 
education upon technical education will be bad. The time has not yet arrived 
for including science among the subjects for the Entrance examination. If 
more science 1s t0 be taught, it should be taught after the Entrance exami- 
nation. Hasty action will produce bad results. If Government now makes 
arrangements for practical scientific education in the First Arts examination, 
science may be included among the subjects of the Entrance examina- 
tion ten years hence. ‘Technical education can not be spread through- 
out India in a day. What is the necessity then for so much haste P Scientific 
education is not necessary in common industries. Let Government encou- 


rage native industries, and many artizans will make their appearance. 
Scientific industries are not possible without high education. 


32. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 2nd September, says that Lord 
i Cranbrook ruled that engineers should be 
The Cooper’s Hill College. 


_ trained not only for India, but also for the 
United Kingdom and the colonies in the Cooper’s Hill College. But the 


College is still being maintained with Indian money. Last year thé ex- 
penditure of the College exceeded its income by Rs. 17,740. That money 
had to be paid by India. Is there no one to prevent the waste of Indian 
money ? 7 ) | 

338. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 2nd September, says that it has 


repeatedly observed what has been stated in 
ao and Anglo- ~g recent issue of the Statesman uewspaper, 
Nalaos. 


. namely, that not a few Europeans in this 
country are of opinion that the number of educated natives is in excess of the 


demand, and: that therefore the fewer the people who succeed in taking the 
degrees of the University the better. With the increase in the number 
of educated natives, Europeans in this country are being put to increased 
difficulties, These at present enjoy a monopoly of all good appointments 
under Government, and will be losers if educated natives begin to obtain a 
share of them. Consequently educated natives are an eye-sore to these 
Europeans, who are always trying to check the spread of high educa- 
tion and completely control the movements of the University. They do not, 
however, desire to see the sons of respectable natives entirely remain 
without education, inasmuch as that would make it difficult for them to 
obtain clerks on ten to fifteen rupees a month. What the Europeans 
therefore desire is that natives should be given only such education as might 
it them for petty clerkships, andno higber posts. It is for this reason 
that questions are set in the Entrance examination of the University which 
the candidates find it impossible to answer. This is the chief cause of the 
bad results of that examination. The University, though an independent 
ody, is practically entirely under the control of Government. Most of the 
Fellows of the University are Government officials, who are always anxious 
to give effect to the wishes of Government, and to those of their own, which 
are almost identical. 

_ The officials believe that the number of educated natives has undul 
Increased. But what does a comparison in this matter between India, 
on the one hand, and England and other civilized countries on the other, 
show? The population of England is much smaller than that of India; 
but is the number of educated menin India as large as in England ? 
Indeed there can be no comparison between the number of educated people 
a England and other civilized countries and the number of those in India. 
And if it is not desirable to close the Universities of England on the ground 


those schools will be injured. ‘The writer does not believe that Mr. Croft, 
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of the increased number of educated Englishmen, how can it be reasonable 
to check the spread of high education in this country? Is not the inju 
that is apprehended to the interests of Englishmen the sole cause of the 
desire to check the progress of high education among natives? The 
writer fully realizes the necessity of introducing technical education in 
this country, and is convinced that no real benefit will be conferred upon 
the people without fostering manufactures and commerce. But the writer 
doubts whether Government has become anxious to promote technical 
education from this noble motive. What Government aims at is to remove 
the heartburnings among the eduated natives, caused by their failure to 
obtain appointments in the public service. It is obviously the duty of 
Government to appoint, on a more extensive scale, educated natives to its 
service ; but unable to do so in view of the injury to the interests of English- 
men which might result from this, it is anxiods to divert the course of 
education in India. . 


34, The same paper is glad to learn that, through the efforts of 
stein tc eink ih Mr. Cotton, the reporters of newspapers 
the meetings of the Senate of the have received permission to be present at the 
Cucutts Usivermyy. meetings of the Senate of the Calcuttg 
University. 

35. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 2nd September, referring to the 
Admission of reporters into the intention of Mr. Cotton to propose that 
meetings of the Senate of the Calcutta reporters may be admitted into the meetings 


University. of the Senate of the Calcutta University, says 
that it will be well if Mr. Cotton’s proposal is carried into effect. 


36, The same paper says that the students of the Engineering College in 
Bengal who were successful in the examination 
up to 1872 have been provided with appoint. 
ments in the Engineering Department. In 1873 
the guarantee system was abolished, But in 1885 two passed students and 
this year one passed student have been provided with appointments. From 
this time students of the Engineering College will obtain appointments in this 
order—two students one year, and one student tie next year. Of the 68 
students who have passed the examination between 1873 and 1886 two were 
provided with permanent appointments in 1883 and one last year, This 
year there isa probability of two of the successful candidates obtaining 
permanent appointments. Of the remaining 63 successful students, one bas 
died, thirteen have been made Road Cess District Engineers, two are acting 
ag teachers, and the remaining 48 remain unprovided for. ‘Thus Govern- 
ment has not been able to provide for these 48 successful students between 
1873 and this time. But it is bringing 83 engineers from England every 
year. These English engineers obtain Rs. 350 at once. During the last 


few years no appointments have been made to posts of apprentice and 
grade engineers in Bengal. 


87. The Sanjivant, of the 4th September, is glad to notice that, at 

, the instance of Mr. Cotton, the University 

a Senate of the Calcutta Univers aythorities have agreed to admit press reporters 

into their meetings. But the public will not 

be admitted into it unless they can get tickets from the Registrar, who will be 

at liberty to grant or refuse tickets to the pplicants. Dr. Rajendra Lal Mitra 

was for a long time trying to throw open these meetings to the public, but 
Mr. Cotton has partially succeeded in doing so. | 

38. The same paper hears from the Hinds Patriot that the bp st? he 

es the Syndicate recently found a number of en¥’r 

spre te tie sadics their table after their meeting was Ov¢F 


Government and passed students of 
the Engineering College. 
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It was found on enquiry that the marks from an examiner in the North- 
Western Provinces were not received when the results of the examination 
were announced. When the marks reached the office no one thought it 
his duty to open the envelopes. The writer does not find words to express 
his contempt for those who thus neglect the sacred duty imposed on them. 
It should be secn whether these men could be brought within the purview 
of any section of the Penal Code, and these are the men who boast of 
their honesty. No one can be more dishonest than those who publish 
the results of an examination without waiting for the marks from examiners. 
Is their no member in the Senate to enquire into this matter? Will 
Dr. B. Mitra and Mr. Cotton remain silent in this matter ? 

39, In noticing the Government resolution on technical education, the 
same paper says that Government will by some 
of the arrangements proposed thereia be able to 
supply a great want of the country. No time should be lost in making arrange- 
ments for imparting veterinary and agricultural education to the people. 

40, The Bhdrathdst, of the 4th September, in noticing the resolu- 
: | tion on technical education, suspects that 

Teles qoanenen: Government has resorted to a crooked policy 

in order to lay the axe at the root of high education. The resolution says 
that a portion of the funds for high education should be diverted for 
the encouragement of technical education. Government should be 
ashamed of the small amount it spends on high education. England 
spends five lakhs of rupees for the high education of 5,000,000 of 
Irishmen, while she spends barely two lakhs for 60,000,000 of Bengalis, 
and yet the officers of Government consider these two lakhs as too much. 

Government has not yet understood what technical education means. 
The rudiments of physics and chemistry do not constitute technical 
education. To impart technical training it will be necessary to establish 
several institutes. Students should be taught how to extract iron and 
copper from mineral substances; how to prepare the various useful 
chemicals; how to manufacture paper; how to utilize rubber, and so 
forth. No institution is necessary to -teach about the length of plough- 
shares and about the cultivation of wheat. Special arrangements should 
be made to teach the veterinary science, but Government has already 
declined to spend money for that purpose. If the publication of resolu- 
tions could have supplied the wants of the people, the kingdom of 
heaven would have been truly at hand. It is shameful for Government 
to talk of these things without a picein its pocket. People suspected 
that the object of all this rhodomontade about technical education was 
lo injure the cause of high education, The late Officiating Director 
of Public Instruction drew up a scheme for making injurious changes in the 
character of the Entrance examination. The matter has been placed before 
the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. If the Syndicate supports the 
unheard-of plans of a set »f advisers of Government, thoroughly lost to all 
Sense of propriety, the Goddess of Learning will leave the country. 
It will be excellent indeed if the candidates for the Entrance examination 
have to learn the art of shoe and sandal making. 

If Government can provide for technical education in the same way 
as other civilized Governments do, it will be well and good ; but if it wants to 
lose the doors of high education by the adoption of Machiavellian 
methods, it should remember that a strong current is always irresistible. 

hings should be done in an honest and straightforward manner. But the 
advisers of Government are wanting in both these qualities. They want to 
Cajole the natives with a show of . technical education, of which they them- 
Selves seem to know nothing. | 


Technical education. 
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41. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 6th September, says that i 


technical education could be satisfactor: 
erica vane given in schools, arrangements would not’ ¥ 
made in England for the giving of such education in workshops. If technical 


education is given in schools in India, no satisfactory results will 

duced. Such education should be given in a practical manner in wor 
Arrangements should be made for the establishment of such workshops in 
India. Arrangements should also be made for the mental training of the 
boys employed in those workshops at the cost of the owners of those work. 
shops and of Government. High education is not necessary for those who 


be pro- 
kshope, 


will be employed in some industry at an early age for earning money, 


Separate arrangements will have to be made for those who will study such 
technical subjects as medicine, law, engineering, painting, and skilled irop- 
work. High mental culture is necessary for high technical education. The 
knowledge of languages lies at the root of mental culture. Without high 
education in literature and science one cannot obtain high technical 


education. This has been proved in Europe. Some time ago a total 


separation was made in all countries of Kurope between high and technical 
education. This system has produced very evil results. Men have suffered 
much by obtaining only technical education. These men will never 
give their sons technical education without high education. In every 
European country, except Austria, technical education is being given along 
with high general education. Men hope that in Austria also similar 
arrangements will soon be introduced. In England technical education is 
being given without injuring high education. Why is, then, the English 
acting otherwise in India? The proposed arrangements for the holding of 
two sorts of Entrance examination will produce evil results. The writer 
has said before that those who must earn money at an early age should 
be taken as apprentices in workshops like those of England, and that 
schools should be established near the workshops for their mental training. 
In this agricultural country 90 per cent. of the population will have to 
devote themselves to agriculture. If Government wants to improve agri- 
culture, it should establish common agricultural schools. It has been proved 
in Europe that evil results are produced by the commingling of general 
and technical education, and that high technical education is not possible 
without high general education. Education will be injured if scientific 
technical education is introduced into middle class schools. It will 
also be injured if technical education is introduced into schools teaching up 
to the Entrance standard. At present students learn the elements of physics 
after passing the Entrance examination. They fee) the greatest difficulty 
in mastering even those elementary principles of physics. No science can 
be mastered without a good knowledge of language. Because it was 
found that it was difficult for students who had passed only the Entrance 
examination to understand medical books, it was ruled that those alone 


who had passed the First Arts examination should be admitted into the — 


Medical College. What has occurred in the case of medical science will 
occur in the case of every science. Science should rather be taught after 
the First Arts examination than before it. Government should take the 
opinion of Father Neut and Father Lafont, who possess experience about 


the system of technical education in vogue in Europe, as to the arrange- 


ments that should be made for the spread of technical education. 

42. The same paper is glad that the disgrace which the Calcutta 
"Admission of Reporters into the University earned by not admitting reporters 
meetings of the Syndicate of the of newspapers into the meetings of 1% 

" Syndicate and Senate has been removed by 
Mr. Cotton. 3 
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43, The same paper says that, referring to the announcement by the 

An instance of gross carelessness on University that Bahoo Tinkari Chowdry of 

the part of the Calcutta University, the Free Church Institution had passed the 
p. A.examination long after the results of that examination had been 
iblished, it remarked that there was no knowing how many candidates were 

unjustly plucked by the University like Baboo Tinkari Chowdry. The truth 
of this remark has been proved by an occurrence noticed in the Hindu Patriot. 
Some time ago, after a sitting of the Syndicate, some members found a 
packet of papers, received from the Howrah station, lying unopened in the 
room. The packet of papers had been sent with marks by an Examiner of 
the North-Western Provinces. The packet was not opened, because the 
results of the examination had been published before. The marks of 


the canditdates sent by the Examiner were not taken down and 
aided to the marks obtained by them in other subjects, and 
yet the results of the examination were published. It is no 


wonder that 70 per cent. of the candidates should become unsuccessful 
under these circumstances. The Viceroy himself is the Chancellor of 
the University. A member of the Viceregal Council is its Vice-Chancellor. 
Distinguished Englishmen and natives are the members of its Syndicate. 
Its income is large and its clerks and other officers receive adequate 
salaries. If under these circumstances candidates suffer great injury owing 


to the carelessness of unscrupulous men, they have no other course open | 


to them for having their loss repaired than to seek the protection of a 
law court. 


44, 


Technical education. 


The Som Prakdsh, of the 6th September, sees the necessity for 


the introduction of technical education. The 
writer does not desire that Government should 
epread technical education at the expense of high education. Those 
who have to become clerks on account of their inability to receive high 
education for want of money will be greatly benefited if they receive technical 
education. But the country will be injured if those who have the means 
of obtaining high education are prevented from obtaining it. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


45. The Nara Medini, of the 28th August, is glad to say that the 
Elections at Ghattal and Chandra. elections at Ghattal and Chandrakona have 


kona. been passed off successfully. Six hundred and 


eighty-nine voters out of 1,026 were present at Chandrakona, and 567 
out of 1,132 at Ghattal. 


46. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the lst September, considers self-govern- 


ment as introduced into Bengal useless, because 


. the Commissioner and the Lieutenant-Governor 
will have complete control over the selection and appointment of engineering 


Self-covernment. 


officers under the District Boards, and over granting them pay, pension, and 


leave. The writer expected that Union Committees would be appointed in 


every village for the purpose of training people in the management of their 


local affairs. But he has been disappointed. The Union Committees 
appointed by Mr. Westmacott are no more heard of. The writer expected 


that natives would be appointed Chairmen of the District Board, and these 


would by their ability prove the fitness of natives for self-government. In 


‘ls also he has been disappointed. According to law, either the Lieute- 
nant-Governor will appoint the Chairman of the District Board, or the 
members will elect their Chairman. Self-government has been introduced 


but nowhere have the members obtained the privilege of 


into 16 districts, 


‘lecting their Cuairman, 
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87. The Nave Medint, of the 4th September, is glad to notice that 

the elections of the Daspore thana in Ghattal 
have passed off successfully. 
48. The Chdru Varta, of the 6th September, admits that the 


municipalities in Mymensingh have mych 


to do, but it is not prepared to admit that | 
the Commissioners have neglected their duty. The Sudder station of 


Mymersingh is a large municipality, but its income is small. Mr. 
Marindin says that the hospital building was declared uninhabitable 
long since, but, says the writer, the Commissioners tried to get contractors 
to get it repaired, but no contractors were forthcoming. Mr. Marindip 
complained that the dispensary was not properly inspected, but, says the 
writer, some of the Commissioners have inspected it several times. 

49. The Ananda Bazar oo of ono yen September, says that Lord 
ipon’s proposal to confer the boon of Loc 
—— ee Selt-Goreranent upon the people of thi 
country led them to expect that in time Indians would come to posses 
political privileges. They believed that in time Indians would be given 
the rights which are at present enjoyed by the people of the United 
Kingdom and of the other parts of the British Empire, except India, and 
that the expectation would be realized which had led the people of this 
country to place themselves under British rule. Lord Ripon raised such § 
hopes in the minds of the people that they were beside themselves with 
joy. But he committed a great mistake when, simultaneously with his 
scheme of Local Self-Government, he introduced the Native Jurisdiction 
Bill in the Legislative Council. Convinced of the justice of his cause, he 
did not listen to the cautious advice given him in the Legislative Council — 
by Sir Rivers Thompson to abandon that Bull, on the ground that if 
Government persisted in passing it into law, the interests of Local Self-. 
Government, which Lord Ripon had so much at heart, would suffer. That 
Bill was not abandoned, and the result was that in lieu of the Self. | 
Government Bill for Bengal, prepared by Mr. Macaulay on the lines of 
Lord Ripon’s scheme, Sir Rivers Thompson gave the people of Bengal 
the present Self-Government Act, which does not contain any trace of 
that scheme. Under the Act, the District and Local Boards do not 
possess almost any powers or have any funds at their disposal, and their 
action is fettered to the utmost extent. ‘lhe people nevertheless believed 
when they saw the Act that the establishment of District Boards, Local 
Boards, and Unions would prove beneficial, by binding all classes of — 
natives in the bond of common interest and by enabling Government to 
know the true condition of the country. But not content with granting 
Self-Government to Bengalis in a form the very opposite of that in which 
Lord Ripon would have granted it, Sir Rivers Thompson, by not providing 
for the establishment of Union Committees, has taught them to feel that 
Local Self-Government is but a farce, and that if it leads to anything 
it will lead to injurious rather than to beneficial results. This action of Bir 
Rivers Thompsun has brought discredit upon the British administration, 
and produced in the minds of the people a distrust of British statesman- 
ship. The people have now come to feel that they should not believe the 
assurances of the rulers, and that the expeciations held out by them are 

croundless. 
50. The Daintk, of the 9th September, says that upon the election 

‘ ie . of Baboo Rajanikanta Roy, mend clerk of 
members of Self-Govecrnent Beets. Magistrate’s Court of the Manikgun) sud-Ch™ 
Rubrbcot oe sion, Dacca, as a member of the Local Boar 
of that place, he was asked by his superiors whether he wanted to do the 
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Municipalities in Mymensingh. 
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work of Government or of the public. Consequently Baboo Rajanikanta 
had to resign his membership of the Local Board. Cannot a person in the 
Government service serve the public at the same time? A Government 
oficer should not do any work for the public in cases in which the work 
f Government is likely to suffer on account of his serving the public. 
But it is desirable that Government officers should do public work with 
which Government 18 specially connected. Government may see from this 
occurrence that self-government is unpleasant to mofussil officials. 


( f)— Questions affecting the land. 


51. The Sahachar, of the lst September, referring to the statement 
of the Huglishman that zemindars will be 
required to pay the revenue due from them 
in gold, says that, if this arrangement is adopted, the permanent settlement 
will no longer remain. The writer cannot altogether disbelieve this rumour. 
Everything is now possible under British rule. 
52. Tne Sanjtvant, of the 4th September, hears from the 
Englishman that Government intends to levy 
A warning to zemindars. the land revenue not in rupees, but 
according to the value of gold. Gold mohurs 
formerly used to sell for Rs. 16 : they are now selling for Rs. 21. The value 
of silver is going down, and that of gold rising. If the land revenue is 
levied in gold, the zemindar who pays Rs. 10 this year may be obliged to 
pay Rs. 15 next year. Thus revenue will continually increase. If what 
the Hnglishman says be true, there is nothing of which Government is 
incapable. Government has given a pledge not to increase the land revenue : 
how can it then make this proposal P If Lord Dufferin is prepared to do 
this, the Zemindars should stand firm as one man against such a measure. 
53. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 5th September, is greatly alarmed 
to hear from the Hnalishman newspaper that 
cod PAment of land revenue in Government will levy the land revenue in 
: gold. The writer is not disposed to believe 
that Government will be so foolish as to do this. At the same time it is not 
disposed to believe that a newspaper which so strenuously advocates the 
cause of Government will do it barm by making an unfounded statement. 
Government is bound to accept its revenue in the currency in which it was 
originally settled. If it does not fulfil this obligation, it is doomed. Unless 
thoroughly ungrateful, it is vound to admit the manifold benefits it has 
derived from the permanent settlement. The zemindars, placing their 
reliance on that settlement, have improved theirp roperty and have established 
many charitable and educational institutions. 


Payment of revenue in gold. 


(9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


54. The Banyabdst, of the 4th September, publishes a letter, 
cittempt at outrage upon s female sent by one Baboo tage seanere Bose, 
TW hone, Eastern Bengal State giving an account of an attempt at outrage 
on on oe te female passenger on the LHastern 
Bengal State Railway by an English guard. This occurrence took 
place in the Goalundo up-mail train, No. 11, on Monday, the 30th 
August. In the carriage reserved for females in that train there were 
three females—one Hindustani and two Bengali. At Chuadanga the 
Suard of the train entered the carriage. He formed a foul design in 
respect of one of the Bengali women, whose age was about 25 or 26 
® tried to decoy her ioto his brake-van by various signs. But the 
Woman, alarmed at this, expressed her apprehension to the other two women 
injthe carriage, who said that she had nothing to fear so long as they 
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were by her. In the meantime the whistle sounded and the guard got 
down from the carriage. As the carriage in question was immediate] 

next to the guard’s brake-van he peeped into it from time to time while 
the train was in motion. After the starting of the train from eye 
station the guard peeped into the carriage in this manner. He could not 
probably obtain an opportunity for carrying out his foul design on account 
of the stations being placed at short distances from one another. After 
the train had started from the Halsha station, he tried to enter the Carriage ; 
but upon the women’s screaming at that he tried to beat them with the 
flag. At this time the train arrived near the distant signal of the Poradah 
station, and the woman who suspected the guard of having improper designs 
against her leaped from the carriage. The other two women also were going 
to jump down, but they desisted from doing so when the passengers in 
the other carriages told them that they had nothing to fear. After this 
the head constable and the native guard went to the distant signal and 
found the woman lying in a senseless state on the grass. The people 
who gathered round her brought her round by pouring waiter on her head, 
The woman came round, but was unable to walk. The station-master sent 
her with the police to Damukdea ghat in the brake-van of the branch line 
train for medical treatment and examination. The writer has heard that 
the woman was declared there to have received only a simple hurt, and 
sent away. 

55. The Charu Vartd, of the 6th September, complains that the offices 

The booking offices on} the Dacca- for booking third and intermediate class pas- — 
Mymensingh Railway. sengers on the Dacca-Mymensingh Railway 
being placed on the same spot people are often greatly inconvenienced, 
specially at Dacca, where the number of passengers is the largest. 


(h) — General. 


56. The Sahachar, of the 1st September, says that the more the English 

A policy of equality in the adminis) Government will satisfy Indians by good rule, 
tration of india. the stronger will it become. The English — 
Government can easily satisfy Indians by making no distinctions between 
Englishmen and natives. When the English Government has come to 
India to rule it, it shouid free itself from partiality to Englishmen. Every 
English official, whether high or low, should remember that India should 
not be governed for the benefit of Englishmen alone, but for the benefit 
of 250 millions of Indians, Non-official Englishmen also should remember 
that it is wrong on the part of Government to protect their interests by 
injuring those of natives, Because the English Government does not 
follow this just policy it has not satisfied Indians so much as it should. 
It cannot satisfy Indians as much as it should, because it shows partial- 
ity to Englishmen in the administration of justice, in legislating, in 
making appointments to the public service, and in every other matter. 
This policy, which causes the dissatisfaction of 25 millions of Indians and 
leads to the undue encouragement of the handful of Anglo-Indians, can 
produce no good result. The English Government cannot follow a policy 
of equality even in the case of the Indian races. Government's partial- 
ity to Mussulmans is leading it astray. ‘Will not bad results be produced 
by the 40 special scholarships that have been established for Mussulmans ? 
Far from satisfying Mussulmans, this measure will have the effect of 
increasing their demands. Mr. Barbour, the Financial Secretary to the 
Government of India, disapproved of the showing of such special favour 
to Mussulmans. After this whenever Government will turn a deaf ear 
tne demands of Mussulmans, they will become deeply dissatisfied. Hindus, 
too, will become dissatisfied, though they will not show if, at the 
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showing of such undue favour to Mussulmans. This favour will not also 
benefit Mussulmans themselves. The more favour they will obtain the 
behind the Hindus will they lag. 

The same paper says that in the accounts of the expenses of 
the expenses of Governments (Jovernment residence in the hills submitted by 
residence in the hills. the Government of India 30 lakhs have been 
put down as expenditure on that head during four years. But the writer 
believes that even 60 lakhs did not suffice for those four years. Even 
granting the above statement of accounts to be correct, why should India 
pay eight lakhs annually for the residence of a few officials in the hills ? 

58. The Bharat Mihir, of the 2nd September, says that Govern- 
ment will never be prepared to redress the 
grievances of the coolies in Assam at the 
isk of injuring tbe interests of the tea-planters. Sir Rivers Thompson 
and other officials are aware of the condition of the coolies, but regard 
for the interests of Europeans makes them indifferent to it. It behoves the 
people themselves to establish an association for the redress of the grievancrs 
of the coolies. It should be the duty of such an association to enquire 
whether the tea-planters carry out the provisions of the coolie law, and to get 
those who infringe them punished. The association should further see 
that the coolies enter into agreements which they understand, and it should 
be always prepared to seek the protection of the law courts in all cases 
in which the coolies are found to have been oppressed. - 

59. The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 2nd September, referring to 
Addresses presented to Sir Rivers he addresses, containing praises of Sir Rivers 
Thompson by Commissioners of muni- Thompson, that are being presented to him 
ect in large numbers in the mofussil by the 
Commissioners of municipalities, says that the Commissioners are 


Coolies in Assam. 


indeed showing their manliness by shamelessly telling lies in public. 


Even Sir Rivers Thompson knows that they are telling lies like base 
flatterers. 


60. The same paper says that the results of the last two general 
India and the cost of the Burmese elections have dashed all the hopes of the 


War, 


writer to the ground. Not only the Indian 
candidates, but also such English candidates as expressed friendly 
feelings towards India, failed to get elected. But, on the other 
hand, none of those who showed hostility towards India, or at least 
sald that India exists for the benefit of a few Englishmen was 
defeated. From this one is driven to the conclusion that few English- 
men care for the welfare of India. It is the desire of Englishmen that 
their countrymen may be happy, and may carry the wealth of India 
to England by oppressing Indians. The writer is astonished at the 
English Government’s conduct towards Burmah. It is not a matter of 
common regret that Parliament has saddled India with the whole of the 
expenses of the Burmese war. Every one should now attend to the 
reduction of the expenditure of India. But the Home Government and 
the Government of India are both indifferent to the matter. It is not an 
unprofitable thing for great men to engage in wars. By the occupation of 
urmah Lord Dufferin’s name has been immortalized. The Generals, too, 
ave profited by the war, as they have obtained large allowances and great 
onour. The civilians, too, will benefit by the war, as by it a large number 
of additional posts will be created for them. Indians would not have 
objected to bear the expenses of the war if there had been any chauce of 
their benefiting by it. But the injury which India will have to suffer from 
tue war cannot be estimated. The expenses which have been already 
‘ncurred for the war are as nothing to the expenses that will have to be 
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incurred in future. The writer cannot understand how India will 


. be abl 
to bear that vast expenditure. The real Burmese war will commence " 


the coming winter. Consequently India will have to pay a large sum of 


money for the establishment of order in Burmah. Nor will 
saved from paying money after order has been established in 
collision with China within a short time is not impossible. 

61. The Arya Darpan, of the 3rd September, infers from the attitude 

= of the Assam planters towards natives that 
when, in India, Englishmen forget the sound 
advice given by Lord Kimberley to the students of the Cooper’s Hill College | 
on an occasion of distribution of prizes, to treat the natives with kind. | 
ness and consideration. Such kind treatment is likely to make the relations 
between the rulers and the ruled cordial. 

62. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 3rd September, requests 
Government to establish a post office at the 
Gujarpore scbool. The office will be ad- 
vantageous to the people of 30 villages. One hundred letters are likely to 
be despatched from this office. 

63. The Bangdbasi, of the 4th September, referring to the Crole 
case, asks, will not Government take notice 
of the disgraceful disclosures about the 
acts of civilians that have been made in the course of the enquiry into — 
that case, and will it not punish the officials who have done wrong in viola- 


India } 
Burmah. A 


Englishmen and natives. 


A post office at the Gujarpore school. 


The Crole case. 


tion of their oaths and in contravention of the orders of Government? @ 


Government will earn disgrace if it does not punish those officials. 

64. The same paper says that since the arrival of the English in 
this country the import of India has been | 
less than its export. In 1818 while the | 
import amounted to 2 crores, the export amounted to 43 crores. ven then 
India suffered a loss of 23 crores annually. -Up to 1834 the amount of 
export and import remained the same as in 1818. Since 1835 the trade of 
India has increased. During the fifty years that have elapsed since 1835 
India has sent out to foreign countries, and specially to England, in 
goods and in ready money about 2,000 crores of rupees, but have received 
in exchange for it in goods and ready money only about 1,600 crores. Thus 
India has suffered a loss of about 400 crores during these 50 years. Political 
economists estimate the profit. from foreign commerce at 20 per cent. 
Even estimating that profit at 15 per cent., India should have made a 
profit of 300 crores during these years from her expert of 2,000 crores. 
But instead of this she has suffered a loss of 400 crores in the course of 
these years. Besides this India has to send to England 15 to 20 crores of 
rupees On various accounts. India has also a debt of 260 crores. How 
long will India be able to bear this extortion ? The prospect before India 
is gloomy. 

65. The Sanjivani, of the 4th September, says that the advisers of 
Government are very anxious for making the 
North-Western frontier of India impregnable 
They are holding councils after councils to consult on the subject. The 
money allotted for the purpose will not, it appears, be sufficient for the 
purpose. More money will be required. The natives must be prepared 
to pay. The income-tax will not do. During the time of the warlike 
Lord Dufferin nothing is heard of but war and war and war. The natives 
will have to pay their hard-earned money for war. oo) 

66. The same paper hears that Government is desirous of increasing 
the rate of the income-tax. Those who get 
Rs, 42 a month already pay Rs. 10 in the 
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ear; that. is, those who cannot afford to purchase 10 rupee’s worth of milk 
for their children have to pay Rs. 10 in taxes. If they have to pay more, 
they will be undone. ¥ | 
67. The Arya Pratibha, of the 4th September, says that India ig Avs Paarm, 
_ erishment of India, | eCcoming poorer and poorer. People have given ‘+ *% 1886. 
— up all festivities and merriments owing to 
poverty. The rulers are the saviours of the poor. But the English 
are wasting people's money when these are in distress owing to famines 
and floods. The Hindus pay divine honour to their kings and always wish 
well of them. It pains them greatly to find themselves suspected. What 
has the Government done for its Hindu subjects in the matter of the adul- 
teration of ghee? The greased cartridges were the cause of the mutiny. 
The Hindus are about to lose their caste owing to the adulteration of ghee, 
and they are depending entirely on Government. Government should do 
something to help them. __ 

India is an agricultural country. If the people can reap a full crop, 
they are never in distress. Formerly rice used to sell at two maunds per 
rupee, and now it is selling at more than Rs. 2 per maund. England is a 
desert compared with India, but there are no famines in England, while 
they are frequent in India. Government knows only how to extort money 
from India. It never feels for her people. Assam is convulsed at the brutal 
conduct. of the planters. But the rulers are silent on the subject of 

oppressions practised on coolies, Female chastity is not valued in English 
. society. But the natives have the greatest respect for it. Government should 
take measures to prevent the violation of coolie women. Government is 
not doing good to the people. Oa the other hand, it is asource of all evil to 
the people. It has brought spirits to the country for revenue. 
68. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 5th September, says that Baboo  piccs Pasmasn, 
en ne Dinanath Sen went to Tipperah on a salary of Sept. Sth, 1886. 
Rs. 800 a month, but he wanted travelling 
expenses for his journey in the hill tracts. The Maharajah has written to 
the Government of Bengal to grant him these expenses, and has stated that 
things will not be well managed without the Baboo. Mr. Croft also is 
trying to give Dina Baboo a lift. The Maharajah of Tipperah can get only 
two men, namely. Baboo Dinanath Sen and Baboo Kaliprasanna Ghose; 
but as the latter is engaged at Bhawal, Dina Baboo is the only man 
available. | 

69. The Dainik, of the 5th September, says that if there be war Damn, 
"The Indien Government and troubles 2 Central Asia, Lord Dufferin will be placed °° 1° 
n Central Asia, in great difficulty. Tbe finances are in a 
very unsatisfactory condition. The exchange difficulty, famines, taxation, 
and the Burmese war have all become sources of great uneasiness, Govern- 
ment can only find a way out of its present perilous situation if it can 
secure the sympathy of the people and the princes of India. It behoves 
Lord Dufferin to follow such a liberal policy in the work of administration 
&smay stimulate their loyalty to British rule. His Excellency. should 
attend above all things to the state of the Punjab. Fortunately the 

oie all satisfied with the rule of Sir Charles Aitchison, whose term 
of office should be extended. we : 

70. The Som Prakdsh, of the 6th September, says that Lord Dufferin ou Pasxase, 
rd assessment of the income-tax held out hopes that there would be no oppres- "Pb, 1604. 
a aes sion in the collection of the income-tax. The 

r is astonished to hear of the unjust manner in which the tax has 
; “0 recently assessed in the 24-Pergunnahs. In order to prevent appeals 
aaa his assessments the assessor is obtaining the signatures of people 

suifying their approval of the assessments by threats of assessing those 
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- who will not sign at large sums. In disregard of ‘a citcular of the 


a eos ok ‘ vurar of the Board 
of Revenue the assessor is making assessments upon garden lands, The 
assessor cannot in many cases find out persons who secretly carry on the 
business of money-lending. In many cases he assesses poor people’ upon 
seeing their ancestral brick-housess | 

“91. The same’ paper says thatif the rate of the obnoxions income. 
tax, which’ has caused trouble to both - natives 
Increase of the rate of the income-tax. 414 ‘Bnglishmen, is increased, a_ wail will be 
raised by the whole country, the people will lose their respect for Gavern. 
ment and die of starvation, and the English Government will become known 
to the civilized world as an extorting and oppressive Government. 
72. Referring to the decision of the Secretary of State in the Crole 
case, the Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 6th 
September, says that the decision is an attempt 
to satisfy both parties. Whatever offence Mr. Crole may have committed 
in respect of Mr. Sullivan, there can be no doubt that the latter committed 
avery serious offence. Considering the very serious nature of Mr. Sullivan’s 
guilt, if Mr. Crole has’ really used any strong language towards him, — 
Government should notin any way punish Mr. Crole for it. If an official 
in England had done what Mr. Crole did, the British Government would 
have rewarded and not punished bim. But the Indian Government does 
not reward officers like Mr. Crole.. The British Government in India does 
not allow any officers who may have found fault with it or any of its officers 
to remain in this country and punishes him. Honesty is not the soul of the 
British Indian administration. The British empire is not founded ' upon 
righteousness, but upon political expediency ; and the officer who hesitates 
to maintain this principle finds it impossible to remain in this country, 
Government is aware of the offences committed by the officials, but screens 
them through fear lest: the disclosure of the facts or punishment of the 
offenders should huve the effect of impairing English ascendency over India. 
In regard to the administration of this country therefore Government acts 
much like the man. who, though afflicted with a loathsome but fatal 
disease, yet sedulously ‘conceals it. The writer doubts whether this line 
of policy followed by Government will strengthen or weaken it. 
73. The same paper says that the line of policy ‘which is being 
| | followed by Lord Dufferin in this country 
ee Dufferin’s jig making a war with Russia increasingly 
probable, and increasing the ascendancy of 
the Ameer of Cabul over the British Government, just as it is leading to 
an increase of expenditure on account of the Burmese war. The ulti 
mate result of this policy will be that either England will have to assist 
India with money, or Government will ‘find it necessary to increase the 
revenues by committing various fresh acts of oppression. but considering 
the state of political parties in Enyland, and the increasing : independence 
which 1s at present shown by the members of Parliament, and in view of 
the necessity of conciliating the natives of, India owing to the increasing 
probability: of a war with Russia, Government will not probably be able 
to unjustly increase taxation in this country. It therefore follows that 
Government will in time have to do justice to this country... : 
74.. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 6th September, says that 
The means by which the financial the English take as much pains ta. injure 
— of Government may be those Indian industries which are likely to 
ee injure: their interests'as to improve those 
industries in which they have interest.’ For -this ‘reason the English are 
desirous | of improving the agriculture’ of wheat, indigo, and a, 
and the silk industry, bat are averse to the improvement of thé cloth 
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oture' of India; lest the interests -of ‘Manchester ‘should be injured. 
eye Indian cloth mills. should ‘injure the interests ‘ of Manchester, 
the import daties were abolished and the Factory Act’ was'passed. In every 
British possession, except India, the import exeeeds export. In England itself 
such is the case. The country in which the import exceeds the export is 
rosperous. In every British possession, except India, gold coins are current, 
Gold coins are also current in England and other: countries with which 
the colonies have dealings. None of them has to suffer from the exchange 
difieulty like India. None of them also has to pay to England 20 
crores of rupees as home charges annually. The writer does not hope 
that India will ever enjoy such:advanteges. Such ‘advantage cannot be 
enjoyed without the right of self-government in a full measure. Though 
there exist in India‘ gold  coins.-worth 48 crores of rupees; gold coins are 
not current in it. Consequently the value of gold coins’ here is not fixed, 
but flactuates with the rise and fall of the value of gold. Currency can 
easily be given to gold coins in India, which has gold coins worth 43 crores 
of rupees and silver coins worth 90 crores of rupees. The other British 
possessions have not also to suffer loss like India on account of the 
exchange rate in borrowing money from England. This difficulty may be 
removed by the introduction of a bi-metallic currency in every country. 
England’s opposition to a bi-metallic currericy has become weaker. The 
number of advocates of a bi-metallic currency is increasing both among 
Liberals and Conservatives. A Commission is being appointed with the 
eminent political economist Sir John Lubbock at its head for devising a means 
for the removal of the exchange difficulty: A powerful bi-metallic league 
alsohas been formed in England. Next year India will have to pay two crores 
of rupees more as exchange duties. Thus'the expenditure will increase by 
two crores of rupees. But there is no means of increasing the income.’ 
The proceeds of the income-tax’ will amount at most to one crore of rupees. 
How, then, will the remaining additional expenditure of one crore be met? 
It will be sufficient if by the making of retrenchments those expenses for 
which retrenchments are being made ‘can’ be met. The above additional’ 


expenditure of two crores will not be:met by the making of retrenchments. 


Will 


Rumours are afloat that the rate of the income-tax: will be increased. 


the tax be levied upon yearly incomes of’ less than Rs. 500? Will the 
rate of the tax be doubled, and:will the income from arable lands be made 
liable to the tax? The public-are indulging in speculations like the above. 


The writer says that Government will not venture to ‘further vex the Anglo- 
Indians. Consequently the rate of the tax upon incomes of Rs. 2,000 and 
upwards will have to be kept at‘ the present rate of two and a half per cent. 
Consequently in order to increase its income from the income tax Govern- 
ment will probably tax annual incomes of less than Rs. 500, and fix the 
rate at two and a half per cent. in all cases. It’ will also ‘probably 
make incomes from arable lands liable to the tax. Government can easily 
increase its income by two crores of rupees by re-imposing the import duties. 
Both natives and Anglo-Indians are advising Government to do so. 
Government isin justice bound to adopt that course, Let the Home 
Government introduce a bi-metallic currency into England and the colonies 
and introduce gold coins into India... If this is done, the exchange difficulty 


wil be removed. Hither the import duties should be re-imposed, or a 


bi-metallic currency should be introduced. | There is no other alter native, | 


75.. The. same paper says. that everybody desires that Sir Rivers” 


%e 


Sir Rivers. Tho n and the = Thompson, who has exhausted the patience of 
missioners of the Monghyr Municipal the people, should soon go. to England. The 
Indian Mirror has asked, why then.bave the 


Commissioners of the Monghyr Municipality expressed regret at the expiration 
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of the term of Sir Rivers Thompson’s office? The writer s 
clear that the above expression of regret proceeded simply from courtesy 
76, The Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 7th September, says that unjust 


Unjust assessments of the income assessments of the income tax have been made 
tax upon Pleaders of the Alipore in many places. The writer hears that the 


monthly income of Pleaders practising on) 

for a year or so in the Alipore Court has been estimated at Rs. 250, a 
that they have been assessed at an annual tax of Rs. 78. On the other hand 
the annual income of Pleaders practising for 10 or 15 yéars has been 
estimated at Re. 1,500, and they have been assessed at an annual tax of 
Rs. 81 only. Lord Dufferin said that no injustice would be done in aggegg. 
ing the income tax. But what of the assessments mentioned above ? 

77. The Dainsk, of the 9th September, says that it is not the intention 


ays that it is 


Deduction of the income-tax from of Government to exempt anybody from the 


interest of Government securities. payment of the income-tax. It is deducting 


the tax from the interest of such Government securities as are not liable to 
the tax under the Income-tax Act. But it is telling the owners of those 
securities that if they can produce a certificate from the Collector that the 
interest of their Government securities, together with their income from 
other sources, does not amount to the minimum income liable to the tax, 
they will be exempted from the payment of the tax. But who will spend 
money and undergo trouble for procuring a certificate from the Collector 
for a few pice P 
78. The same paper says that not only should particular offices be 
ene co —, from going to the hills, but the 
olition of the annual cxodus of system of Government's residence in Simla 
ee should be totally abolished. The Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce has sent a petition to the Finance Committee pros 
testing against the exodus of the Local Government to Mahavalesvar. 
Such agitation should be made in every province against the exodus of the 
Lecal Government to the hills. It is a demoniac policy that though the 
increase of the rate of the income-tax may be necessary, Government will 
not cease to waste money for its pleasure. Had the Viceroy and the 
Lieutenant-Governor remained together in the province, and had understood 


the feelings of the people, they could have never postponed the preparation 


of a Bill to prevent the adulteration of articles of food till November. The 
groans of tbe people on account of the recent floods are piercing the heavens. 
Still those groans have not reached Government ia the hills. 


ITI.—LeEGisnative. 


79. The Bhdrathdsi, of ee - September, says that the Gibbons - 

ee plainly shows that the Coolie Act, rasnhly 

The ghheye nt gereen See passed by Government in 1882, has not pros 
duced the desired effect. It is patent from the facts of this case that time- 
expired coolies are sent under various pretexts, with the hope of higher 
wages, to lonely gardens and uninhabited places, where they are completely 
at the mercy of planters. The coolies are poor, whereas the planters aré 
rich, are backed by the officers of Government, and are thoroughly well 
up in the intricacies of the Coolie Act, which contains several 
sections for their benefit. Under such circumstances, oppression seems to be 
inevitable. Stories of such oppression rarely come to light. The forgerer 
Gibbons has admitted that forging the names of coolies without thelt 
consent has become an established practice in Assam. Now if Govern- 
ment makes an enquiry into this matter, many planters will share the 
fate of Gibbons. The writer thinks it to be the duty of Government 
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amend the coolie law. It is the defects of the law which make the recruiting 
of coolies 10 Assam almost impossible and induce planters to have recourse 
to forgery: The Coolie Act was passed through the exertions of Sir Rivers 
Thompson. The late Baboo Kristodas Pal objected to the passing of the 
Bill, and was denounced by Sir Rivers as “dishonest and dishonourable.” 
But it has so happened that the Baboo’s prophecy has been fulfilled during 
the administration of Sir Rivers, who lost his senses in his eagerness to 
help bis countrymen. The writer hopes that Sir Rivers has by this time 
some to his senses. Gibbons has proved that his countrymen are not 
gods: he has also proved that there are many forgerers among the 
planters of Assam. The writer is not for punishing these men. He 
simply urges on Government the necessity of amending that law which has 
made forgery possible. 

The imprisonment of Gibbons has incensed the planters, who were 
never before punished for oppressing the coolies. Coolies have often lost their 
lives, and coolie women their chastity, at the hands of the planters. But 
such is the beauty of trials by jury that every one of them has been 
pronounced not guilty. ‘The jury declared even Gibbons not guilty. 

80. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 7th September, in continuing its 
article on the Inland Emigration Act, reported 
in paragraph 88 of our report for the week 
ending 28th August, says that there is no necessity for a special law for 
taking coolies to Assam, for Bengal stands to Assam almost in the 
same relation as Behar and Orissa stand to Bengal. If, then, 
no law is necessary for bringing coolies into Bengal from Behar and 
Orissa, why should one be necessary for sending coolies to Assam? If the 
lav is repealed the coolies will flock to the gardens in the same way 
as they do to the railways in Assam. 


1V.—Native States. 


81. The Som Prakash, of the 6th September, says that the flame of 
rebellion is secretly burning in Nepal. Its 
peace will surely soon be disturbed. There is 
also the probability of a war between Nepal and Thibet. Nepal will soon 
bein a perilous situation owing to internal disturbances and a war with an 
external enemy. If the northern frontier of India has to be strengthened, 


‘a English Government should establish peace in the States situated on the 
rontier. 


The Coolie Act. 


Nepal. 


V.—PRosPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


82. The Paridarshak, of the 28th August, has received many letters 
on the subject of the floods in Hast Bengal. 
) No report about the distress has been submitted 
either by Babu Rajmohun De or Babu Jogesh, who are the Magistrates of 
Habiganj and Sunamganj respectively. But the popalar, highminded and 
dutiful officer of Karimganj, Mr. Porteus, has submitted a long report 
tothe Deputy Commissioners of Sylhet. 

_ Thereisa fund in Calcutta for the relief of those suffering from 
inundations. The managers of that fund are ready to help the people of 
ylhet. But Mr. Stevenson, the Deputy Commissioner, finds no reason 
‘0 ask for their help. The writer hopes that the new Deputy Com- 
missioner Mr. Wight will sympathise with the sufferings of the people. 

838. The Péroa Bangabdst, of the 29th August, says that 
| great distress is prevailing in East Bengal. 
The whole country from Assam to Chitta- 
300g and from the mountains of Sylhet and Independent Tipperah 
‘0 the banks of the Padma is under water. The aus crop of Sylhet 


Distress in East Bengal. 
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and Cachar, which has several times saved East Bengal from famine has 
been completely destroyed. : 
84. The Rungpore a cee of the on a aaier ‘says that 
ey amine, plagues, malaria, floods, and 
eaumenpeRL HOR Kaban | tions have become the order of the dat” 4 
Bengal. Malaria and ‘famine have ruined the people. Over and above 
these, new visitations in the shape of cyclones, conflagrations, earthquakes 
and inundations have begua to occur. People have not yet forgotter 
the terrible earthquakes and floods of the past year. This year again heavy 
rains in July have caused the rivers to overflow their banks, and lay the 
greater part of the districts of Dacca, Mymensing, Chittagong, Noakhally 
aud Pubna under water. People have no firm ground to stand upon, 
Houses have become submerged in water. Cattle are perishing for 
want of provender. The writer hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor instead 
of touring in other districts should come to the districts in distress, and try 
to relieve those who are suffering. The writer hears that the sums syb- 
scribed last year for the relief of those suffering from floods have not been 
all exhausted. The Relief Committee should use the surplus in its hands for 
the relief of distress. Not only East Bengal, but also Burmah and some 
portions of the North-Western Provinces are suffering from inundations. 
85. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 3rd September, referring to 


The circumstances of the ryots of tbe statement of a Mussulman manager of 


Noakhally. a wards estate in Noakhally, that the fact 
of many of the ryots there having two wives proves that their circun- 


stances are good, asks, does one’s having more than one wife prove that 
one’s circumstances are good? Polygamy 1s prevalent in all parts of Bengal. 


Some Koolin Brahmins have a hundred wives. Still no class is so poor as 
these Koolin Brahmins. 


86. Acorrespondent of the Samaya, of the 3rd September, says 


Plosils sf Maida in Bardwen. that four embankments—the Ghoraghat, 


Pacha Kandar, Ghancha, and Barabandh— 
keep off the water from the large village of Majida in thane Purvasthali 


in Burdwan. Of these the last, the Barabandh, is the most important. It 
gave way last year. This year, too, it has given way. People were not 
in so great distress last year, because they had got something in the previous 
year. They cannot borrow money this year. The Bengalee newspaper 
says that there is a large surplus in the Inundation Relief Fund. The 
writer asks the managers of this Fund to come forward to help the 
people in distress, and the Government to repair the embankment 
thoroughly. 


87. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 4th September, says that the flood- 


. | water has subsided to some extent. The 

igs a Ma distress remains all the same. The houses 
of the lower classes are under water. The cattle are living in a very 
wretched condition. Many are giving away their cattle in order to get 
rid of the responsibility of feeding them. The crops, it is said, 
have not suffered much, but the Joro crop has been destroyed. Water 
<r! an considerably at Backergunge, but the crops have not 
suffered. 


88. The Mymensingh correspondent of the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 

eitiecirta al Rectal 5th September, says that many houses m 

; the Tangail subdivision have been completely 

submerged. Streams are passing over public roads. Crops have been 

either wholly or partially submerged. More than half the area of the 

Kishorgunj and Netrokona subdivisions is under water. Cows are selling 
at Vikrampore at less than the price of a Hilsa fish. 
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The Nawabgunge correspondent of the paper writes that the level of 
water was gradually falling some time ago, but at the time of the new moon 
‘+ rose again, causing great distress, Deaths from drowning and snake-bite 
have become rather frequent. Five or six men have died of snake-bite in 
char Jhankanda. The rulers are passing their time in pleasure on the hills, 
and the news of the distress of the poorer classes does not reach their ears. 
The police officer of Naraingunge reported that the level of the water was 
rising, and so the authorities have asked the Inspectors to report on the 
rise of water and to inform Government whether a scarcity is possible. 
The Munshiganj correspondent says that great distress has been caused by 
the rising of the level of water on the one hand and by incessant rain 
n the other. 
89. The Dacca Gazette, of the 6th September, says that the level of Dacca Gazsrrs, 
sis ties ca teak tenia water is falling from the last week, and the Pt Sth, 1886. 


people are in great distress. The paddy 
stocked in barns has either been washed away or destroyed. Children are 


crying for food, for no milk is procurable : the cows have all perished. This 
is the time when Government should grant some relief. 
90. A correspondent of the Charu Varid, of the 6th September, says — cmaav vaem, 
a that the greater part of the subdivision of ‘pt. 6th, 180s. 


Kishoreganj is under water. A part of the 
Nikhli thana and the whole of Bajitpore thana are under water. The 


Deputy Magistrate is doing nothing to relieve the people, who have become 
almost houseless. He has not as yet gone to the mofussil even for a week. 
He never comes to the court before 2 p.m. People have become tired of 
him, Keeping such men in charge of a subdivision is of no use. 
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